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ABOUT

I co-direct the AT Disclosures Project with Tim O’Reilly. A South African native, I am a Visiting
Associate Professor at the University of Johannesburg (South Africa), Office of the SARChI Chair
in Industrial Development, and a Senior Honorary Fellow at University College London’s Institute
for Innovation and Public Purpose (London). I am a senior fellow at the Microsoft AI Economy
Institute. My work has been covered by Cory Doctorow, the Financial Times, TechCrunch, and
presented to policy makers and Al labs. I am on the editorial board of Data for Policy.

EDucATION

Ph.D. Economics, The New School for Social Research, New York 2014 - May 2020

Columbia University Coursework: Bayesian Statistics, Macroeconomics, Dynamical Systems

MSc, International Development Economics (First Class), SOAS, University of London 2010 -
2011

BSc (with Honours), Economics and History, University of Cape Town 2005 - 2007

SELECT WORK EXPERIENCE

o Co-Director - AI Disclosures Project, Code for Science and Society (New York) 06/05/2024
- Present

Together with Tim O’Reilly, I direct a team and lead research, prototyping, and partnerships to advance
an architecture of participation for Al: open, innovative, and distributed Al systems and markets, built
on top of open protocols for modular memory, decentralized agentic communication, and competitive Al
market ecosystems. Prevoiously hosted at Social Science Research Council.

o Senior Research Associate and Head of Digital Economy, University College London
(Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose) 07/2022 - 06/2024

Lead research for an Omidyar Network funded grant covering algorithmic rents on digital platforms with
Tim O’Reilly and Mariana Mazzucato (PI). Manage and lead research pipeline, publishing, dissemination,
and public engagement, grant and funder management, logistics and reimbursements, and hiring. Our
work was published in leading academic journals and engaged with by high-level policy makers.

o Research Associate, University College London, Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose
05/2021 - 05/2022

o Lecturer in Macroeconomics, New York University (Division of Applied Undergraduate
Studies) and Rice University Online MBA 01/2016 - 06/2020

Some student reviews can be found: here

- Course lead, Jones Graduate School of Business, Rice University (Houston, Texas), @MBA
program. 1/2019 - 06/2020



https://asimovaddendum.substack.com/
https://ilanstrauss.github.io/
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https://www.ratemyprofessors.com/professor/2145793#:~:text=He%20prepares%20you%20for%20all,challenge%20him%20and%20ask%20questions.&text=He%20is%20a%20great%20professor,paper%20are%20not%20too%20hard.

- Adjunct Lecturer, New York University (New York), Division of Applied Undergraduate Stud-
ies (DAUC) 06/2015 - 12/2019

o Economist Consultant, African Development Bank (AfDB) (Tunisia)  06/2013 - 06/2014

AWARDED GRANTS

Microsoft AI Economy Institute (AIEI), third cohort, individual research award ($75,000), For a
macroeconomic model and estimation of AT’s technological dissemination, June 2026.

Bellagio (Italy) convening on open AI market architectures, April 27 — May 1, 2026, Rockefeller
Foundation, co-awarded with Tim O’Reilly.

AI Disclosures Project (Code for Science and Society), grants awarded with Tim O’Reilly, July
2026 - June 2027:

- Omidyar Network: $100,000, Co-PI.

Al Disclosures Project (Social Science Research Council), grants awarded with Tim O’Reilly, Au-
gust 2024 - December 1, 2025:

- Alfred P. Sloan Foundation: $250,000, Grant #2024-22642, principal investigator (PI).
- Omidyar Network: $250,000, Co-PI.
- Patrick J. McGovern Foundation: $150,000, Co-PI. Grant renewal in discussion.
Economic Security Project. $25,000 individual research grant. February 2022 - June 2023. Eco-
nomic Security Project, ‘Anti-Monopoly Fund’, award to investigate the role of M&A in Big

Tech’s dynamic capabilities, with Dr. Jangho Yang. PI. Administered by University of Water-
loo.

University College London, Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose:

- July 2022 - June 30, 2024, Omidyar Network Grant Renewal, $475,000.00 Algorithmic Rents,
Research Lead (Mariana Mazzucato - PI, and Tim O’Reilly).

JOURNAL AND PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES

My Google Scholar Profile: here.

My substack, Asimov Addendum here, with Tim O’Reilly, over 2,000 regular readers including
influential Al experts who recommend our substack: Brandon Silverman (CrowdTangle), Helen
Toner (Georgetown, ex-OpenAl), Collaborative Fund, and others.
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JUDGING AND REVIEWING

Sixth ACM Conference on Equity and Access in Algorithms, Mechanisms, and Optimization (ACM
EAAMO 2026). Area Chair. Assess scientific papers and manage peer reviewers. Online:
https://conference.eaamo.org/

ACL Workshop on Evaluating AT in Practice 2026. Reviewer. Assess scientific papers on Al eval-
uation methodologies. Online: https://evalevalai.com/events/2026-acl-workshop/

Fifth ACM Conference on Equity and Access in Algorithms, Mechanisms, and Optimization (ACM
EAAMO 2025). Area Chair. Assess scientific papers and manage peer reviewers. Online:

https://conference.eaamo.org/

Peer Reviewer For:

Development Southern Africa

Data and Policy

Competition and Change

Behaviour & Information Technology

Chinese Political Science Review

- IEEFE Transactions on Technology and Society

PRESENTATIONS, POLICY, CONFERENCES, AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Interview on “Al markets, not Al models” and the role of protocols in shaping them in the Up
Next podcast, May 28, 2026. Online: https://www.upnextpodcast.com/episodes/413.

Presentation to French Ministry for Economic affairs. “Architecting Healthy Digital Markets”.
With Tim O’Reilly. November 19, 2025.

Research Presentation, Waterloo Data and Artificial Intelligence Institute, “The Attribution Crisis
in LLM Search Results: Estimating Fcosystem Exploitation”, University of Waterloo, Septem-
ber 10, 2025. Research seminar presentation. Online: https://uwaterloo.ca/artificial-
intelligence-institute/events/attribution-crisis-1lm-search-results-estimating-
ecosystem-0

Interview, Hack Club. “Market disclosures will determine the future of AI”. September 10, 2025.
Interview. Online: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXNw6vDtojs

Presenter, Data for Policy. “Making AI’s Thinking and Behaviour More Transparent”. July 2025.
Data for Policy Fireside Chat. With Sruly Rosenblat. Online: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xSjEJfqGx1Y

Presentation, IT Revolution Forum. “The cloud as a regulatory layer for AI”. April 2—4, 2025. San
Jose. Online: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yS2rerKE_LD9aNFmmj1xHpF7VdSh620k_
1Pr44LZHvw/edit#slide=id.g31bcd6251f9_4_77
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Attendee, NSF-funded National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource (NAIRR) special conven-
ing at New York University. July 30, 2024. Invite Only.

Presentation, 2024 Bergen Competition Policy Conference (BECCLE), ‘Amazon’s Algorithmic
Rents: The economics of information on Amazon’, May 31, 2024.

Presentation, Data for Policy. “Algorithmic Rents: How Big Tech Platforms Control Attention and
Shape Markets: A Conversation”, April 3, 2024 with Tim O’Reilly and Mariana Mazzucato.
Online: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2bFVe0S3ag and https://dataforpolicy.org/
algorithmic-rents-how-big-tech-platforms-control-attention-and-shape-markets-a-
conversation/

Presentation, Office of Communications (Ofcom) UK Regulator. “Decision Making Online”. De-
cember 2023, with Tim O’Reilly, key input into the Online Safety Act.

Research presentation with Jangho Yang, UK Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) Re-
search Seminar (OCEA): “Big Tech’s Acquired Technological Dominance: Using patents to
analyse capabilities”. October 12, 2023.

Research Presentation, University College London (IIPP). “Big Tech’s Acquired Technological
Dominance: Using patents to analyse capabilities”. 2023. Algorithmic Rents Research Show-
case, October 12, 2023. Including high profile government attendees and regulators. On-
line: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/events/2023/oct/algorithmic-rents-research-
showcase and https://medium.com/iipp-blog/algorithmic-rents-research-showcase-
fbfb1£85acdd

Research Presentation, University College London. “Does Big Tech use M&A to Dominate Techno-
logical Markets? A capabilities approach”. Presentation to the Centre for Law, Economics and
Society, University College London. October 10, 2023. Online: https://www.eventbrite.co.
uk/e/does-big-tech-use-ma-to-dominate-technological-markets-tickets-719878023547

Panelist, Rethinking Economics for Africa 2022. “Competition Policy and Digital Platforms”.
September 17, 2022. Wits University.

Panelist, “Africa-EU Strategy: What trade is needed to promote sustainable development on the
African continent?” Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung webinar on EU-Africa trade policy, regional eco-
nomic integration, and post-COVID economic development. June 2020.

RECENT INVITED LECTURES AND PANELS

TRAILS (Trustworthy Al in Law and Society) annual conference (NIST and NSF funded), “Trans-
parency as a Tool for Accountability” (George Washington University, Washington DC, 5 March
2026). Chaired by Susan Ariel Aaronson (GW; TRAILS Co-PI, Governance Research Lead).

Microsoft Al Economy Institute (AIEI) workshop on AI markets (April 2026). Chaired a session
on Al markets at the in-person workshop convening of AIEI Senior Fellows at Microsoft. AIEI

program.

Moderator, The George Washington University, Webinar, “Can America Limit the Data Giants’
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Dominance of AI?”, Elliott School of International Affairs, Digital Trade and Governance Hub,
November 17, 2025 , https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzyYVWXNefw.

University of Washington. Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology (CSDE). “Beyond Pub-
lic Access in LLM Pre-Training Data”. Presentation to Computational Demography Working
Group (CDWG). November 19, 2025. Research presentation.

Yale University. Jackson School of Global Affairs. Guest Lecture. “The cloud as a regulatory layer
for AI?” December 3, 2024. Online: here.

University of Johannesburg. “Who will police generative AI? Lessons from the private armies who
patrol the internet”. Research Presentation. SARChI Webinar series. August 1, 2024. Online:
Here.

University College London. Lectures given. Statistical Methods I and II. Lecture to Masters in
Public Administration (MPA). October 5-11, 2023 and 2022.

University College London. Enrichment Lecture given. Herbert Simon, Attention, and Digital
Platforms. Open Lecture to Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose (IIPP). October 9,
2023.

RECENT STUDENTS SUPERVISED

- Chan Young Park, University College London (Masters of Public Administration), 2025

- Malineo Sebohol, University of Johannesburg (Masters in Economics), 2021-2023

Book CHAPTERS

Isaacs, G., Strauss, 1., & Mueller, B. (2023). A pro-employment macroeconomic policy framework
for Africa. In Global Employment Policy Review 2023: Macroeconomic policies for recovery
and structural transformation (pp. 119-149). International Labour Organization.

Strauss, I. ‘2019 Trends in FDI Flows and Policy’, in Lisa Sachs and Lise Johnson (eds). Yearbook
on International Investment Law and Policy 2019. Oxford University Press. March 2021.

Strauss, 1. ‘Explaining Global Trends in FDI in 2015 and Beyond’, in Lisa Sachs and Lise Johnson
(eds). Yearbook on International Investment Law and Policy 2015-2016. Oxford University
Press. November 2017.

Strauss, I. ‘Teacher absentee rates: Setting the record straight’, in Joshua Maserow (eds). Taking
Equal Education into the Classroom. Equal Education. 2015: 32.
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